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HERMAN GULCH, Colo. –
Something fishy is taking place
up at the headwaters of Clear
Creek, and that is exactly what
aquatic biologists for Colorado
Parks and Wildlife were hoping
to see when they went looking
for the native greenback cut-
throat trout.
The history of the greenbacks

has been well documented - they
have traversed through turbulent
waters and were once thought to
be extinct - but now CPW has ev-
idence that Colorado’s state fish
is making a successful return in
its ancestral waters.

CPW aquatic biologist Boyd
Wright and his team has been
stocking greenbacks into the
Clear Creek headwaters four
miles above I-70 near the Eisen-
hower Tunnel for the past three
years.
After a seemingly unsuccessful

plant of 4,000 hatchlings in the
Herman Gulch stream in 2016 –
few had survived the winter –
aquatic biologists persisted and
their conservation efforts are now
paying off.
It has been a long road with lots
of hard work by some really

Colorado Parks & Wildlife works diligently for the
comeback of native Greenback Cutthroat fish

good and passionate people, but
it is very gratifying to see these
encouraging results for the
greenback cutthroat trout,”
Wright said on Thursday,
Sept.13, following a population
survey conducted at Herman
Gulch.
Wright and his team replanted

greenbacks into the Herman
Gulch waters in both 2017 and

2018. They stocked nearly 1,000
one-year-old fish and just under
10,000 young-of-year fish, i.e.
hatchlings, in 2017, and another
900 one-year-old fish earlier this
summer.
“We’ve documented all of those
cohorts of fish here today, which
is good,” Wright said streamside
sitting at roughly 11,500-feet un-
derneath Pettingell Peak.

For the population survey,
Wright and his team took three
population samples on the
stream, using electroshocking to
capture the fish on the chosen
100-yard segments. After netting
the fish, they were measured and
weighed for documentation, as
well as examined to see which
planting group and year they
came from.

Wright then took the results from
the three samples and was able to
calculate a population estimate.
He found a 30 percent
survival/retention rate of the of
the 1,000 fish that were stocked
at yearlings in 2017 and esti-
mated the total population at 435
fish/mile.
“That may not sound all that

well, but it is actually quite
good,” Wright said. “We expect
that not all of the fish will be able
to survive and we set the stock-
ing number accordingly, so I’m
really happy to see that level of
survival in the system.”
A 30 percent estimated retention
rate on the one-year-old green-
backs that have been stocked into
the system to date is extremely
encouraging.
It could be the start of a massive
success story for Colorado’s state
fish that has boomed and busted
over the past century. Wright is
now bullish on the conservation
effort for the greenback.
“The long-term goal of this proj-
ect is to have a self-sustaining
population of pure greenback
cutthroat trout that doesn’t re-
quire any maintenance with
stocking,” Wright said. “We are
stocking it now to try to load the
system up with fish and once we
get to the point where we have
reached a good density of fish in

the system, we’ll stop stocking.”
The target for that is 2019, but in
the meantime, Wright and his
team are doubling down on their
efforts. Two weeks after the pop-
ulation survey, they were back
stocking more greenbacks into
Herman Gulch.
To get that self-sustaining popu-
lation, evidence of what biolo-
gists call “recruitment” needs to
take place. The scientists need to
see signs of the fish reproducing.
The first year to look for that ev-
idence will be in 2019 when
Wright predicts that the fish they
have stocked will be reproduc-
tively mature. In 2020, they will
be able to tell that the fish that are
spawned in 2019 have been re-
cruited into the population.
“I think by 2020 we will have a
sense if this is working or not and
everything that we know about
this system so far, the fish that
were here previously were a hy-
brid cutthroat and they did really
well in this stream,” Wright said.
“The water temperature is suit-
able for trout recruitment, we
know that, and it’s a pretty pro-
ductive stream for such a small
stream. The expectation is that
these fish will do well here.”

Jayson Clay shows techniques and tools in preserving the Greenback Cutthroat.
(Photo/Courtesy: The Fishing Wire.com and Colorado Parks & Wildlife)

The Alliance of American Football unveils schedule
for 2019 inaugural season; First snap is February 9
Historic First Snap Takes Place
February 9, 2019 at 8:00pm ET 

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. – Oc-
tober 16, 2018 – The Alliance of
American Football today an-
nounced its 10-week, 40-game
inaugural regular season sched-
ule. The historic first snap will
take place February 9, 2019, at
8:00pm ET with the Orlando
Apollos hosting the Atlanta Leg-
ends at Spectrum Stadium, while
the San Diego Fleet open at The
Alamodome against the San An-
tonio Commanders. Rounding
out opening weekend, on Sunday,
February 10, 2019, the Birm-
ingham Iron will host the Mem-
phis Express at Legion Field
Stadium, and the Arizona Hot-
shots will welcome the Salt
Lake Stallions to Sun Devil Sta-
dium. 

The Saturday opening night
slate features head ball coach
Steve Spurrier’s much antici-
pated return to the sidelines for
the Apollos and veteran head
coach Brad Childress at the
reigns of the Legends along with
the coaching debut of Michael
Vick as the team’s offensive co-
ordinator. Deep in the heart of
Texas fans will get their first look
at San Diego’s newest pro foot-
ball team and the exciting return
of football to San Antonio with
Mike Martz and the Fleet tak-
ing on Mike Riley and the Com-
manders. 
Sunday’s Week 1 action fea-

tures the head coaching debut of
Tim Lewis and Trent Richard-
son’s return to Alabama as the
Iron take on head coach Mike
Singletary’s Express defense.
From 1999-2002, Rick
Neuheisel’s Washington Huskies
battled Dennis Erickson’s Ore-
gon State Beavers, with the
Huskies winning the series 3-1
over that stretch. Now, they go

head-to-head at the pro level
when the Hotshots take on the
Stallions. 
“One of the driving factors be-

hind the vision of The Alliance
was the fact that millions of
Americans simply stop watching
sports and playing fantasy every
February, the moment a Super
Bowl champion is crowned,”
said Charlie Ebersol, co-founder
and CEO, The Alliance. “There’s
a significant void in the market
that will now be filled with top-
flight, professional football. The

reception thus far in each of our
eight markets has been tremen-
dous, and unveiling our season
one schedule is yet another sig-
nificant milestone for the league.
There are exciting matchups and
storylines unfolding, and The Al-
liance is looking forward to giv-
ing fans exactly what they want
more football.”

Additional schedule highlights
include:  

Professional football makes its

return to San Diego week 2 as
the San Diego Fleet take on the
Atlanta Legends at San Diego
County Credit Union Stadium. 
Mike Riley makes his head
coaching return to San Diego in
Week 3, this time on the oppos-
ing sideline, as he leads the San
Antonio Commanders against
the Fleet at San Diego County
Credit Union Stadium.
After serving as the University

of Utah co-offensive coordinator
from 2013-2016, Dennis Erick-
son returns to Rice-Eccles Sta-

dium, as the Stallions face the
Hotshots in a week 3 showdown. 
Week 4 is highlighted by three
Saturday matchups, including
defensive-minded Mike Single-
tary versus offensive guru Mike
Martz.   
Week 6 features a showdown be-
tween Steve Spurrier and Rick
Neuheisel as two high-powered
offenses look to make a state-
ment when the Orlando Apollos
host the Arizona Hotshots. 
In Week 7, two former Oregon
State head coaches collide as

Mike Riley’s San Antonio Com-
manders square off against Den-
nis Erickson’s Salt Lake
Stallions. 
he regular season concludes the

weekend of April 12, with the
top two teams in the Eastern and
Western Conference advancing to
the playoffs.

Fans looking to secure tickets
early for the inaugural season can
purchase season ticket seat de-
posits for $50 on a first-come,

Please see sports page 5

Email sports news and
photos to

MSTsports@prodigy.net


